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Telephone  No: 
Billericay  162-5. 


Public  Health  Department, 

96  High  Street, 

BILLERICAY. 


31st  December,  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Basildon. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1958  was  notable  for  the  abnormally  high  summer  rainfall  and  the 
floods  which  occurred  in  September,  bringing  much  suffering,  damage, 
and  loss  in  several  parts  of  the  district,  and  especially  in  Wickford.  The 
work  of  the  Health  Department  was  disrupted  by  the  floods  and  their 
aftermath,  but  nevertheless  a great  deal  of  routine  work  was  carried  out. 

There  was  a continuation  of  the  urbanisation  of  the  district  and 
many  of  the  earlier  arrivals  of  the  newer  residents  began  to  feel,  and  act 
as,  well  established  neighbours. 

I gladly  acknowledge  the  support  and  assistance  so  readily  given  by 
many  during  the  year,  and  for  which  I now  proffer  my  sincere  thanks. 


I am, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Patrick  X.  O’Dwyer. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,020 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Home  population  . . 72,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1958, 

according  to  Rate  Books  . . . . . . . . 24,500 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1958  . . . . . . ;^663,514 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  31st  December,  1958 

(estimated)  . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,475 


Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Male  Female  T otal 

Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  875  844  1,719]  , 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  ..  19  21  40]  ’ ^ 

Total  Birth  Rate,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate, 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . . Crude  Rate  24.24 

Adjusted  Rate  *20.60 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (Male  8, 

Female  15)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.90 

Deaths  Total  Male  Female 

Total  number  of  deaths  . . . . 624  326  298 

* 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  popula-  ^ 

tion  . . . . . . . . . . . . Crude  Rate  8.60 

Adjusted  Rate  *10.14 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion . " . . . . . , 1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  21,  Female  16)  21.03 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000’ legitimate  live  births 

(Male  21,  Female  14)  * . . . . . . . . 20.36 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

(Male  - - Female  2)  . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  15,  Female  13)  15.91 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  15,  Female  11)  ..  ..  ..  ..  15.12 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


(Male  - , Female  2)  . . 

. 

50.00 

Deaths  from  certain  Diseases 

T otal  Male 

Female 

Malignant  neoplasm 

109  62 

37 

Measles 

. — — 

— 

Whooping  cough  . . 

— — 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 2 

1 

Deaths  from  Violent  Causes 

There  were  twenty-two  deaths  of 

this  nature  of  which 

fiv('  were 

the  result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  five  were  classified  as  suicides. 

*COMPARABILITY 

Factors  : 

Births  . . 0.85 

Deaths  ..  1.18 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

The  district  is  in  the  area  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  hospital  and  specialist  consultant  services,  within 
the  area  of  the  Essex  Executive  Committee  for  general  practitioner 
services,  and  the  Essex  County  Council  is  the  Local  Health  Authority 
and  School  Health  Authority  for  personal  health  services  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  infants  and  schoolchildren,  and  those  of  all  ages 
suffering  from  mental  ill  health.  The  County  Council  also  provides  an 
ambulance  service  for  all  needs. 

The  main  hospital  in  the  district  is  St.  Andrew’s,  Stock  Road, 
Billericay,  a large  general  hospital  dealing  with  all  types  of  medical  and 
surgical  conditions.  General  hospitals  at  Southend  and  other  adjacent 
areas  also  admit  patients  from  Basildon.  The  number  of  general  prac- 
titioners with  addresses  in  the  district  is  still  increasing  and  other  doctors 
outside  our  boundaries  have  patients  in  Basildon. 

The  County  Council  has  the  following  six  Health  Centres  in  the 
district,  the  first  four  being  purpose  built. 

Craylands  Health  Centre,  Timberlog  Lane,  Basildon. 

Tel.  No.  Vange  2166 

Pitsea  Health  Centre,  The  Broadway,  High  Road,  Pitsea. 

Tel.  No.  Vange  2275 

Laindon  Health  Centre,  Florence  Road,  Laindon. 

Tel.  No.  Laindon  3161 

Billericay  Health  Centre,  Laindon  Road,  Billericay. 

Tel.  No.  Billericay  423 

Wickford  Health  Centre,  Nevendon  Road,  Wickford. 

Tel.  No.  Wickford  3364 

Basildon  Health  Centre,  119  Honeypot  Lane,  Basildon. 

Tel.  No.  Basildon  20088 

At  each  of  these  Centres  there  are  clinic  sessions  for  expectant 
mothers,  infant  welfare  schoolchildren,  etc.,  and  details  of  these  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Centre,  each  of  which  has  one  or  more  Health 
Visitor  who  call  upon  mothers  in  their  own  homes  in  addition  to  giving 
advice  at  the  Centres. 

A Tuberculosis  Care  Association  exists  in  the  area  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  sufferers  from  this  disease.  The  Hon.  Secretary  is  Miss  J.  A, 
Blanks,  “ Greyfriars,”  Highlands  Avenue,  Vange. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Flooding  of  the  Urban  District 

As  a result  of  extraordinarily  heavy  rainfall  in  parts  of  the  district 
during  a storm  on  the  evening  of  September  5th,  1958  many  houses  and 
shops  were  seriously  flooded,  some  to  a depth  of  6ft.,  and  the  department 
was  overwhelmed  with  urgent  calls  for  condemnation  of  foodstuffs  con- 
taminated with  flood  water  and  sewage;  for  decisions  regarding  perishable 
foods  deteriorating  in  powerless  refrigerators  and  from  householders 
requiring  a fresh  water  supply. 

A rapid  survey  was  made  to  establish  the  areas  most  seriously 
affected  and  to  focus  immediate  attention  on  the  degree  of  contamination 
of  foodstuffs  and  water  supplies. 

Later,  efforts  were  made  to  assist  in  the  drying  out  of  properties 
by  the  use  of  hot  air  machines  and  portable  calor  gas  heaters.  As  had 
been  experienced  at  Canvey  Island  in  1952,  it  was  found  that  the  prac- 
tical value  of  such  equipment  varied  with  the  type  of  construction  of 
the  building  and,  although  a relatively  quick  improvement  could  be 
obtained  in  the  case  of  timber  framed  asbestos  lined  properties,  in  brick 
built  houses  the  heaters  brought  about  only  superficial  improvement. 

During  the  emergency  normal  hours  of  duty  were  naturally  forgotten. 
Thus,  despite  depletion  of  staff  owing  to  holidays,  it  was  possible  to 
maintain  the  more  urgent  of  the  department’s  normal  services  in  addi- 
tion to  making  800  special  visits  in  connection  with  the  flood  and  inspec- 
ting, condemning  and  arranging  the  disposal  of  over  12  tons  of  foodstuffs, 
details  of  which  appear  in  the  food  section  of  this  report. 

Water  Supplies 

By  far  the  majority  of  the  water  for  the  Urban  District  is  supplied 
by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  whose  resident  chemists  make 
daily  examinations  of  water  going  into  supply  from  Langford  and 
Hanningfield  reservoirs  and  fortnightly  analyses  of  water  from  wells  and 
boreholes.  These  examinations  show  the  water  to  be  good  chemically  and 
excellent  bacteriologically  and  there  was  no  contamination  of  water 
supplied  to  consumers  during  1958. 

A total  of  9 miles  663  yards  of  new  mains  were  laid  during  the  year 


as  follows ; — 
Diameter  in  inches 

Miles 

Yards 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1,625 

4 

4 

482 

6 

1 

1,158 

9 

2 

918 

7 


The  total  number  of  dwellinghouses  being  supplied  at  31st  December, 
1958  was  22,595,  during  the  year  2,011  new  connections  having  been 
made. 

A small  portion  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  South  Essex  Water- 
works Company.  A total  of  over  4,080  chemical,  bacteriological  and 
biological  examinations  have  been  made  during  1958  by  the  Company  of 
the  raw  water;  of  the  water  in  its  various  stages  of  treatment;  of  the 
water  supplied  from  the  Company’s  wells  and  of  the  water  going  into 
supply.  Analyses  have  also  been  made  of  samples  obtained  from  con- 
sumers’ taps  in  various  parts  of  the  district  and  all  have  proved  satis- 
factory. In  addition  samples  have  been  examined  for  radioactivity. 

Again  this  year  a few  complaints  were  received  concerning  an  earthy 
taste  to  mains  water  supplied  in  the  Basildon,  Billericay  and  Wickford 
areas  but  of  six  samples  taken  none  revealed  any  undesirable  constituent. 

In  dealing  with  connections  to  water  mains  33  samples  were  taken 
from  the  occupiers’  existing  means  of  supply,  mainly  underground  rain- 
water storage  tanks,  of  which  24  showed  the  water  to  be  unsatisfactory 
for  drinking  purposes.  Although  the  nine  satisfactory  samples  show 
it  to  be  possible  in  some  cases  to  store  rainwater  in  a good  condition  in 
underground  tanks  provided  adequate  cleansing  and  maintenance  is  given 
to  the  filter  and  storage  reservoir,  the  reports  on  the  unsatisfactory  sam- 
ples range  from  slight  surface  contamination  to  gross  faecal  contamina- 
tion, the  latter  report  having  been  given  in  seven  cases. 

Water  Deliveries  to  Rainwater  Storage  Tanks. 

Thirty-nine  applications  were  received  for  a supply  of  clean  water  in 
times  of  low  rainfall  or  following  cleansing  of  storage  tanks  and  16,000 
gallons  were  delivered.  No  deliveries  are  made  where  a connection  is 
possible  to  a water  main  or  where  the  house  is  within  a reasonable 
distance  of  a standpipe. 

Standpipes 

As  extensions  to  the  water  mains  are  made  the  Council  have  been 
able  to  demolish  certain  standpipes  in  the  area.  In  certain  locations, 
however,  new  standpipes  have  had  to  be  erected  at  the  termination  of 
the  new  mains  to  provide  water  to  houses  where  a piped  supply  is  still 
uneconomic  and  the  day  cannot  yet  be  foreseen  when  all  householders 
in  the  district  will  be  free  of  the  archaic  rainwater  “ well  ” or  even  more 
laborious  carrying  of  water  from  standpipes.  Yet,  some  occupiers  still 
prefer  their  rainwater  supply  and  decline  connections  to  main  water  when 
available. 

Sixty-five  standpipes  are  in  use  at  the  present  time  and  the  number 
of  persons  renting  keys  is  253. 

Pollution  of  Ditches  and  Watercourses 

With  a great  number  of  properties  in  the  district  still  without  main 
drainage,  complaints  of  nuisances  from  cesspool  overflows  and  the  dis- 
charge of  sink  waste  water  to  ditches  continued  to  absorb  much  of  the 
Inspectors’  time.  In  cases  of  pollution  of  main  ditches  and  watercourses 
the  assistance  of  the  Essex  River  Board  has  been  received  with  apprecia- 
tion. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  contract  for  the  reconstruction  and  modernisation  of  the 
Sewage  Treatment  Works  at  Mountnessing  Road,  Billericay,  commenced 
on  July  1st  and  is  due  to  be  completed  in  October,  1959.  A small  treat- 
ment plant  at  Dukes  Hall  was  taken  over  during  the  year. 

One  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  new  premises  were 
connected  to  the  sewer  and  70  old  premises  connected  to  existing  sewers 
or  sewer  extensions. 

Rodent  Control 

Three  hundred  and  sixty  new  complaints  of  rates  or  mice  in  private 
dwellinghouses  were  received  in  the  department  during  the  year  and 
treatment  of  these  was  carried  out  as  a free  service. 

Treatments  on  a rechargeable  basis  were  made  in  respect  of  61  shops 
and  other  business  premises  and  in  addition  a contract  service  was  pro- 
vided to  14  agricultural  premises. 

The  routine  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  purification  plants 
and  refuse  tips  continued,  and  there  is  reason  for  satisfaction  in  the 
progress  made,  particularly  regarding  the  sewer  treatments.  During  the 
annual  test  baiting  only  minor  isolated  infestations  were  found. 

During  the  year  the  rodent  operative  made  2,853  visits  in  the  course 
of  his  duties. 

Disinfestation 

Eight  cases  of  bed  bugs  and  nine  cases  of  fleas  were  reported  to  the 
department  and  the  properties  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  in  every  case 
at  a standard  nominal  charge  of  5/-. 

Particularly  among  the  new  houses  at  Basildon,  there  has  been  dis- 
covered practically  the  full  range  of  minor  household  insect  pests  and 
Inspectors  have  been  called  upon  to  identify  and  recommend  the  means 
for  eradicating  book  lice,  clover  mites,  carpet  beetles,  plaster  beetles, 
silver  fish,  cockroaches,  crickets  and  ants. 

Spraying  against  mosquitoes  has  also  been  carried  out;  within  the 
New  Town  designated  area  by  the  Development  Corporation’s  Land- 
scaping Section  and  elsewhere  by  the  Department’s  Rodent  Operative. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  fol- 
lowing information. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Conditions  at  the  Pitsea  Marsh  Tip  have  been  generally  satisfactory. 
By  the  end  of  December,  1958,  a regular  weekly  house  to  house  refuse 
collection  was  being  made  from  20,729  properties  and  157  trade  pre- 
mises. 

Owing  to  the  impracticability  of  the  Council’s  collecting  vehicles 
travelling  with  safety  over  unmade  private  streets,  the  maintenance  of 
114  communal  bin  sites  serving  such  streets  continues.  A twice  weekly 
collection  has  been  made  from  these  sites. 

Street  Cleansing 

Mechanical  cleansing  of  highways  continues,  reinforced  by  manual 
sweeping  as  necessary.  A total  of  6,096  miles  of  road  was  swep‘.  including 
certain  amenity  sweeping  carried  out  in  main  classified  thoroughfares  of 
each  township. 
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Cesspool  Cleansing 

A total  of  1,064  cesspools  were  the  subject  of  cesspool  cleansing 
agreements  at  the  end  of  December,  1958  and  during  the  year  1,993 
cesspools  were  cleansed  involving  the  collection  and  disposal  of  approxi- 
mately 3 million  gallons  of  sewage. 

Factories  Act 

Development  of  the  industrial  estate  in  the  New  Town  continued 
during  the  year  and  the  eight  increases  shown  in  the  Council’s  register 
of  factories  are  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  this  expansion. 

Fifteen  Certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  have  been 
issued  in  the  period  under  review  and  the  liaison  between  this  department, 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  officials  of  the  Essex  Fire  Brigade  has, 
over  the  years,  developed  into  a lully  matured  smoothly  running  arrange- 
ment. Every  factory  in  the  Urban  District  legally  required  to  show  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  has  been  issued  with  a certificate. 

Tables  showing  inspections  of  factories  and  defects  found  are  shown 
on  pages  10  and  11. 
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ADMlNlSTJ^VnON  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  tlie  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
including  inspections  made  by  Health  Inspectors. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 

14 

11 

forced  by  Local  Authorities 
(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

168 

131 

by  the  Local  Authority 
(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

2 

TOTAL 

184 

142 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
Cases  in 
which 
Prosecut- 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3) 

Inadecpiate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4) 

Inclf  active  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

doors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Ihisuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  sep^u■ate  for 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

sexes 

Other  olfences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

olfences  relating  to  Out- 
work) 

3 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

OUTWORK 
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The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957. 

Responsibility  for  the  administration  of  this  Order  was  assumed  by 
the  Health  Department  as  from  1st  January,  1958.  The  arrangements  for 
the  storage  and  sterilisation  of  waste  foods  were  inspected  at  eight  pre- 
mises and,  upon  approval,  were  licensed  by  the  Council. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  period  under  review  eleven  licences  were  issued.  No 
contraventions  of  the  Act  were  noted  during  the  year. 

SMOKE  CONTROL 

(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas: 

During  the  year  the  full  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came 
into  force. 

Much  work  has  gone  into  the  preparation  of  statistics  necessary  for 
the  establishment  of  the  first  Smoke  Control  Area  within  this  Urban 
District.  The  Order,  which  has  received  the  confirmation  of  the  Ministry 
and  will  come  into'  operation  on  1st  September,  1959,  relates  to  an  area 
of  260  acres  situated  within  Basildon  New  Town  and  affects  some  2,200 
properties. 

No  formal  objections  were  received  to  the  order  and  in  the  course  of 
their  enquiries  of  householders  Inspectors  found  a welcome  if  unexpected 
degree  of  enthusiasm  for  the  Council’s  policy  regarding  smoke  control, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  further  areas  are  added  it  will  be  found  that 
in  general  the  public  have  adopted  this  enlightened  attitude. 

The  Council  have  been  assured  of  the  adequacy  of  supplies  of  coke 
to  meet  not  only  the  demands  in  this  small  initial  area  but  in  all  areas 
envisaged  in  their  future  programme. 

It  is  also  understood  that  merchants  are  operating  a “ trolley  ” 
service  of  coke  to  overcome  difficulties  arising  from  the  storage  of  a 
greater  bulk  of  coke  as  compared  with.  coal. 

(b)  New  Furnaces 

It  is  slowly  becoming  more  widely  known  among  architects  and 
industrialists  that  notice  of  installation  of  new  furnaces  must  be  given  to 
the  Council  under  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

No  applications  for  prior  approval  have  been  made. 

At  one  factory  the  conversion  of  three  boilers  to  fully  automatic  oil 
firing  was  completed  during  the  year.  The  plant  had  previously  been 
operated  by  sprinkling  stokers,  consuming  some  2,500  tons  of  bituminous 
fuel  per  year  and  emitted  consistent  light  smoke  and  on  occasions,  con- 
siderable dark  smoke.  It  was,  however,  the  degree  of  grit  emission  which 
undoubtedly  weighed  the  scales  in  favour  of  total  conversion  to  oil  in 
this  instance. 

(c)  Height  of  Chimneys 

Where  plans  of  new  industrial  buildings  deposited  for  byelaw  ap- 
proval show  the  chimney  height  to  be  insufficient  rejection  must  be  made 
under  Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  Such  plans  are  passed  to  me  by 
the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  decision. 

Increasingly  Architects  approach  my  Department  at  an  early  stage 
for  consultation  over  this  point,  and  in  one  such  case  representations 
had  to  be  made  regarding  the  extension  of  a chimney  shaft. 

This  section  gives  the  only  means  of  control  of  products  of  com- 
bustion other  than  smoke  and  should  receive  careful  consideration. 
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(d)  The  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958 

These  Regulaiions,  laying  down  the  maximum  periods  for  which 
dark  and  black  smoke  may  be  emitted  from  industrial  furnaces,  came 
into  force  on  1st  June  and  from  observations  made  it  appears  that,  in 
general,  local  industrial  plant  will  be  well  able  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Regulations. 

In  one  case  the  Department’s  attention  was  focussed  on  a chimney 
which  emitted  dark  smoke  periodically.  This  plant  normally  operates  on 
bituminous  fuel  fired  by  a mechanical  coking  stoker  and,  when  operated 
in  accordance  with  the  makers  instructions,  is  satisfactory.  The  emission 
of  dark  smoke  occurred  during  periods  of  warmer  weather  when,  the 
demand  for  steam  being  less  than  the  boiler’s  normal  output,  the  operator 
had  resorted  to  hand  firing  and  was  operating  the  plant  in  an  under- 
loaded condition. 

Health  Education 

A few  additional  35mm  colour  slides  were  produced  to  keep  the 
department’s  collection  up  to  date  and  used  to  lend  interest  to  talks  given 
during  the  winter  months  by  members  of  the  staff  to  various  groups  of 
people  throughout  the  Urban  District.  Particular  emphasis  has  been  given 
in  recent  talks  to  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  members  of 
the  audience  have  been  encouraged  to  bring- forward  queries  relating  to 
the  proposed  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Visits  carried  out  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 


Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  885 

Water  supply 450 

Rehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants)  ...  ...  982 

Housing  Management  ...  4 

Dustbins  ...  ...  53 

Sewer  Connections  328 

Infectious  Disease  ...  45 

Social  Welfare  ...  73 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  ...  ...  29 

Premises  with  respect  to : 

Vermin  ...  37 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  21 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  1,272 

Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  41 

Distribution  and  sale  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment  ...  ...  5 

Hairdressing ...  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  28 

Housing  Survey  ...  1 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  142 

Meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  986 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Act  ...  11 

Pet  Shops ...  ...  21 

Hawkers  4 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  23 

Houseboats  37 
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Watercourses  136 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  223 

Slaughterhouses  649 

Bacteriological  sampling 233 

Food  Sampling  ...  ...  249 

Diseases  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Flooding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  769 

Miscellaneous  240 


8,053 


SECTION  D 

HOUSING 


Demolitions 


The  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  made  steady,  if  unspec- 
tacular, progress.  From  time  to  time  it  has  been  found  desirable  to  make 
additions  to  the  programme  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  1958  may  be 
summarised  as  follows;  — 

Total  number  of  properties  included  in  the  Programme  267 
Less  properties  demolished  and  withdrawn 137 


Number  of  properties  on  which  Demolition  Orders 

have  been  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  properties  on  which  Closing  Orders 

have  been  made  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  properties  in  respect  of  which  Under- 
takings have  been  accepted  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  properties  purchased  by  B.D.C.  ...  9 

Number  at  various  stages  of  negotiation  ...  ...  62 


130 


130 


Repairs 

As  a result  of  the  Development  Corporation’s  activities  in  the  re- 
development of  a large  portion  cf  the  Urban  District,  the  Council’s 
Slum  Clearance  programme  and  other  contributory  factors,  the  number  of 
complaints  reaching  the  Health  Department  concerning  properties  re- 
quiring structural  repairs  has,  in  recent  years,  shown  a consistent  down- 
ward trend. 

Although  much  remains  to  be  done  there  is  no  doubt  that,  in  general, 
a great  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  past  five  years  in  the 


standard  of  housing  throughout  the  Urban  District. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  by  informal  action  ...  46 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  by  formal  action  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  new  properties  built  by  the  B.D.C.  ...  1,276 

Number  of  new  properties  built  by  Private  develop- 
ment ...  ...  ...  ...  620 

Number  of  new  properties  built  by  the  Council  ...  114 
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Rehousing 

Despite  the  extent  of  new  building  by  private  enterprise  in  the  District 
over  400  new  applications  for  Council  houses  were  received  by  the 
Housing  Department  making  a total  of  853  registered  applicants,  of  which 
a total  of  484  were  considered  priority  cases. 

The  investigation  of  these  new  cases  plus  reviews  of  the  conditions 
of  those  previously  registered  has  resulted  in  an  imdiminished  burden  for 
the  Health  Inspectors,  the  record  of  visits  in  this  connection  showing  an 
increase  of  145  over  the  previous  year. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Eleven  applications  were  received  and  seven  certificates  issued.  Four 
have  been  revoked  upon  the  satisfactory  completion  of  repairs.  Since  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  a total  of  19  applications  have  been 
received.  One  application  was  refused  and  in  six  cases  undertakings  to 
carry  out  repairs  were  received  from  the  landlords. 

Essex  County  Council  act,  1952 

Houseboats 

Further  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  obtain  the  removal  or 
demolition  of  the  houseboats  moored  in  Pitsea  Creek. 

Owners  and  occupiers  of  the  original  eleven  houseboats  had  been 
given,  by  notice  under  Section  111  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Act, 
1952,  until  the  31st  August  to  remove  or  demolish  their  boats,  and  an 
inspection  in  September  revealed  that  six  remained,  only  two  of  which 
were  occupied. 

The  position  was  reported  to  the  Council  in  November  when 
authority  to  issue  a warrant  to  the  County  Sheriff  for  possession  of  the 
remaining  houseboats  was  obtained. 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Food  and  Drugs  Administration 

In  the  course  of  the  year  188  samples  w'ere  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  who  commented  adversely  in  six  cases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  range  of  articles  sampled : 


A nicies  sampled 

No. 

examined 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 
to  be  adulterated  or 

genuine  under  standard 

Anchovy  Smoked 

1 

1 

Apricots,  Dried 

1 

1 

Arrowroot  ...  

1 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

1 

Black  Currant  Juice  Syrup  ... 

1 

1 

Buttered  Coconut 

1 

1 

Bloater  Paste 

1 

1 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

Currants  

2 

2 

Cheese  Spread,  Processed 

1 

1 

Carltona  Frig  Ice  

1 

1 
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A rticles  sampled 

No. 

examined 

Capping  Foil  ... 

1 

Candy  Aniseed 

1 

Coconut,  Desiccated  ... 

2 

Chutney  

• 1 

Caraway  Seeds 

1 

Caraway,  Ground 

1 

Chicken,  Minced  

1 

Cream  

2 

Cream,  Sterilised 

1 

Chicken  & Ham  Meat  Paste 

1 

Crab,  dressed 

1 

Crystals,  Home  made  (Lemon) 

1 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Cough  & Bronchitis  Mixture 

1 

Compound  Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

Dates,  Stoned 

1 

Dolly  Mixture 

1 

Essence  of  Beef 

1 

Flowers  of  Sulphur  

1 

Fruit  Mixture  ... 

1 

Fishcakes  

1 

Fish  Paste 

2 

Fish  Sticks  

1 

Flour,  Plain 

1 

Flour,  Wholewheat 

1 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Honey 

1 

Gees  Linctus  ... 

1 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

Ginger 

2 

Golden  Raising  Powder 
Herrings,  Fillets  in  Lemon 

1 

Sauce 

1 

Influenza  and  Cold  Mixture  ... 

1 

Ice  Cream  

6 

Jam,  Red  Plum 

1 

Jelly,  Pineapple 

1 

L.L.  & C.  Lozenges 

1 

Lemon  Juice  ... 

1 

Lemon  Flavouring 

1 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

Magnesium  Sulphate  ... 

1 

Margarine  ...  

2 

Mushroom  Ketchup  ... 

1 

Mix-a-Shake  ... 

1 

Milk  

71 

Milk  Diet,  Swedish 

1 

Nutmeg,  Ground  

1 

Nutmeg,  Flavoured  Mixture  ... 

1 

Old  Brown  Wine 

1 

Olive  Oil 

2 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 
to  be  adulterated  or 
genuine  under  standard 


1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

— 1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 

68  3 

1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
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Articles  sampled 

No. 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  be 

adulterated  or 

Peel,  Mixed  ...  

3 

genuine 

3 

under  standard 

Pepper,  Ground  White 

1 

1 

Pate  de  Foie 

1 

1 

Pickle 

1 

1 

Prunes  

1 

1 

Persomnia  Tablets 

1 

1 

Rcomel  (Malt  & Fruit  Sugar 

Mixture 

1 

1 

Rock  Lobster  

1 

1 

Relaxa  Tablets 

1 

1 

Raisins  

1 

1 

Ruby  Wine 

2 

1 

1 

Steak  & Kidney  Pie  ... 

1 

1 

Sardine  & Tomato  Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

Scampi  Savoury  

1 

1 

Splendo  (Yeast  Extract) 

1 

1 

Sultanas 

3 

3 

Sunny  Spread 

1 

1 

Sage  Dried 

1 

1 

Self  Raising  Flour 

1 

1 

Slimming  Treatment  ... 

1 

1 

Sleep  Tablets 

1 

1 

Soluble  Neutral  Aspirin 

1 

1 

Sauterne 

1 

1 

Spirit  of  Sal  Volatile 

1 

1 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

1 

Sherry  ...  

1 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

1 

Tartaric  Acid 

1 

1 

Tea  ...  ...  

2 

2 

Tonic  Yeast  Tablets 

1 

1 

Tomatoes 

1 

1 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

1 

Turkey,  Minced  in  Jelly 

1 

1 

Vinegar,  Malt 

2 

2 

Walnuts,  Pickled 

1 

1 

Wine  Aperitif  

1 

1 

Wine  Cocktail 

1 

1 

Yeast  Extract 

1 

1 

Zinc  Ointment  B.P. 

1 

1 

188 

182 

6 

L.  L.  & C.  Lozenges.  These  Lozenges  were  deficient  in  chloroform 
content  to  the  extent  of  26%  of  the  amount  stated  in  the  formula.  This 
deterioration  resulting  from  storage,  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
manufacturers  who  agreed  to  amend  the  wording  of  the  label. 

Milks.  (3  unsatisfactory  formal  samples).  These  samples  were  part 
of  a series  of  six  taken  direct  from  a farm.  The  fat  deficiency  reported 
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by  the  Analyst  was  a natural  one  and  the  facts  reported  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  advice  on  feeding.  A very  small 
amount  of  extraneous  water  was  detected  in  one  sample;  the  cause  of 
this  was  found  to  be  a minute  flaw  in  the  in-churn  cooler  which  was 
immediately  sent  for  repair.  No  legal  action  was  taken  by  the  Council. 

Arrowroot.  This  sample  was  in  poor  physical  condition  through 
prolonged  storage.  The  vendors  were  advised  to  withdraw  all  old  stock 
from  sale. 

Rich  Ruby  Wine.  This  wine  was  stated  to  contain  29%  Proof  Spirit 
whereas  analysis  showed  a figure  of  25.5%  i.e.,  deficient  in  proof  spirit 
to  the  extent  of  12%.  A formal  follow  up  sample  has  been  taken  and  the 
analyst’s  report  is  awaited. 


FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


Complaint 

1.  Dirty  Milk  Bottles  (2) 

2.  Dirty  Milk  Bottle 

3.  Milk  churns  in  dirty  condition 

4.  Piece  of  paper  in  bottle  of 
milk 

5.  Cotton  wool  pad  in  bottle  of 
milk 

6.  Used  drinking  straw  in  bottle 
of  milk 

7.  Dirty  dough  in  loaf  of  bread 

8.  Foreign  object  (1"  nail)  in  bun 


9.  Brown  bread  containing 
fibrous  tissue 

10.  Foreign  substance  in  milk 

11.  Dirty  milk  bottle 

12.  Maggots  in  currants 

13.  Bread  alleged  to  contain  small 
stone 

14.  Bottle  of  milk  containing  leaf 
tissue 


15.  Fly  baked  into  crust  of  loaf 
of  bread 

16.  Stone  in  bottle  of  orange  juice 


17.  Piece  of  cloth  in  bread 


Action 

Dairy  Company  warned. 

Dairy  Company  warned. 

Dairy  Company  warned. 

Dairy  Company  warned. 

Dairy  Company  warned. 

Dairy  Company  warned. 

Referred  to  Local  Authority  in 
whose  district  bread  was  baked. 
Legal  proceedings  authorised  by 
Council  but  failure  to  trace  a vital 
witness  precluded  institution  of 
the  proceedings. 

Legal  proceedings  Billericay 
Magistrates  Court.  Fine  of  £2  im- 
posed. 

Warning  letter  to  Dairy  Company. 
Warning  letter  to  Dairy  Company. 
Vendor  voluntarily  surrendered 
remainder  of  stock.  Strong  warn- 
ing letter  to  shopkeeper. 

Lack  of  sufficient  evidence  to 
justify  legal  action. 

Having  regard  to  doubt  as  to  how 
foreign  body  gained  access  to 
milk  no  legal  action  but  Dairy 
Company  warned. 

Bakery  warned. 

Legal  proceedings  Billericay 
Magistrates  Court — fine  of  £2 
imposed. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted 
against  baker  Billericay  Magistra- 
tes Court — ^fine  of  £3  imposed. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

The  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Council  during  the  year  was 


as  follows: 

Pasteuriser’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Distributors  (selling  pasteurised  milk)  68 

Supplementary  (Pasteurised)  ...  4 

Distributors  (selling  sterilised  milk)  ...  122 

Supplementary  (sterilised)  4 

Distributors  (selling  T.T.  milk)  ...  41 

Supplementary  (T.T.  milk)  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurising  Plant 


An  Official  Receiver  having  been  appointed  as  from  1st  January, 
1958  the  premises  came  under  new  management  who  requested  the 
Department’s  advice  and  particular  co-operation  at  a time  of  readajust- 
ment  and  reorganisation.  Regular  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination  both  from  the  pasteurising  plant  and  from  delivery  vehicles 
on  retail  sale  was  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  samples  of  milk 
bottle  rinsings  and  churn  rinsings  were  taken  from  the  dairy  to  check 
the  efficiency  of  respective  washing  plants.  All  yielded  satisfactory  results 
except  one  batch  of  churn  rinsings  which  gave  an  unusually  high  colony 
count.  This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  dairy  management  and  an 
overhaul  of  the  steam  steriliser  brought  about  a speedy  return  to  normal 
satisfactory  results. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  was  as 


follows ; 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  54 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

T.T.  farm  bottled  ...  ...  ...  23 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ...  51 

Channel  Island  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ...  16 

Channel  Island  T.T.  (farm  bottled)  ...  9 


Total  161 


Only  one  sample  (T.T.  farm  bottled)  failed  the  statutory  methylene 
blue  test. 

All  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  satisfied  the  phosphatase  test. 

Ice  Cream 


With  the  exception  of  a small  amount  of  cold  mix  all  the  ice  cream 
sold  in  the  district  is  manufactured  outside  the  Council’s  area.  As  regards 
bacteriological  sampling  attention  has  chiefly  been  focussed  on  the  one 


manufacturer  referred  to  and  on  the  several 

vans  which  tour  the  district. 

During  the  year  45  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results 
which  are  satisfactory ; 

Grade  I 

40 

Grade  II 

4 

Grade  III 

1 

Grade  IV 

0 

Registered  Food  Premises 

Eighty-three  premises  are  registered  with  the  Council  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  including  four  new  registrations 
made  during  the  year. 
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Essex  County  Council  Act,  1952,  Section  103 

Every  effort  is  made  to  trace  persons  operating  in  the  Urban  District 
as  hawkers  of  food  and  32  have  been  registered,  eight  during  the  current 
year  after  inspection  of  their  vehicles  and  storage  premises. 

Food  Premises 

Progress  in  building  the  New  Town  coupled  with  the  continued 
expansion  of  Billericay  and  Wickford  has  brought  an  increase  in  popula- 
tion in  the  year  of  some  6,500  and  a resultant  increase  in  the  number 
of  food  shops,  school  canteens,  factory  canteens  and  mobile  traders  to 
which  visits  have  been  paid  and,  where  appropriate,  advice  given  at  an 
early  stage  to  ensure  premises  designed  to  facilitate  compliance  with  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  to  encourage  traders  to  maintain  a stan- 
dard of  hygiene  in  keeping  with  modern  demands. 

In  particular  this  year  saw  the  opening  of  the  first  of  the  new  shops 
and  of  the  open  market  in  Basildon  Town  Centre.  Considerable  effort 
has  been  made  by  the  Department  to  ensure  that  a high  standard  is 
attained  in  this  new  market  and  throughout  close  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  with  the  Basildon  Development  Corporation  who  control  the 
letting  of  the  pitches.  The  market  site  is  divided  into  two  sections,  one 
being  reserved  for  stalls  and  the  other  for  mobile  shops.  When  applying 
for  the  pitch  all  prospective  traders  are  referred  to  the  Health  Department 
to  obtain  an  Inspector’s  approval  as  regards  his  vehicle  and  equipment. 
Certain  sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  are  reserved  for  the  use  of  food 
traders  and  all  fixed  stalls  are  fitted  with  canvas  screens  at  top,  back  and 
sides  and  are  provided  with  individual  name  and  address  boards. 

In  the  early  days  a few  traders  who  had  failed  to  give  previous 
notification  were  found  to  be  operating  unsatisfactory  vehicles,  and  these 
failing  to  reach  the  required  standard,  had  their  contracts  cancelled  by 
the  Corporation  on  advice  from  this  Department. 

The  Market  is  open  on  Tuesdays,  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 

The  privately  owned  market  sites  at  Pitsea,  (open  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturday  mornings)  and  at  Wickford  (Monday  mornings)  continue 
to  operate  and  receive  our  regular  inspection. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Most  of  the  spadework  in  so  far  as  the  application  of  these  regula- 
tions to  existing  food  shops  having  been  completed,  visits  made  during 
the  year  have  largely  been  in  the  nature  of  a personal  approach  by  the 
District  Inspectors  with  a view  to  maintaining  among  food  handlers  an 
awareness  of  the  constant  need  for  hygienic  practice.  The  mere  provision 
of  facilities  required  by  the  regulations  is,  of  course,  but  one  step  in  the 
right  direction.  So  much  depends  on  the  full  and  intelligent  use  of  these 
facilities  by  foodhandlers,  and  general  propaganda  and  educational 
methods  are  of  great  value  in  this  connection. 

Progress  still  needs  to  be  made  as  regards  fuller  protection  of  open 
foodstuff's  from  contamination  by  flies  and  from  handling  and  inadvertent 
contamination  by  customers,  the  latter  problem  being  particularly  per- 
tinent in  the  case  of  the  smaller  grocery /general  stores  where  space  is 
often  at  a premium. 

Informal  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  food  shops  in  respect 
of  the  following: 
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Absence  of  wash  hand  basin  ...  3 

Insufficient  supply  of  hot  or  cold  water  1 

Decorations  found  necessary  ...  2 

Insufficient  accommodation  for  cloth- 
ing   1 

Structural  defects  in  food  rooms  ...  2 

Absence  of  first  aid  kit  ...  ...  1 

No  ‘ Hand  washing  ’ notice  exhibited  1 

No  “ Smoking  prohibited  ” notice 

exhibited  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  to  walls  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Unsound  Food 

Table  No.  1 shows  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Health 
inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  second  Table  gives 
details  of  food  inspected  and  condemned  as  a result  of  the  flooding  of 
shops  in  Wickford  High  Street  on  5th /6th  September  previously  referred 
to  in  this  report. 


TABLE  No.  1 


Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as  follows ; 


Meat 

Fish  

Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Fish 
Vegetables 

Fruit  

Milk  

Soup  

Jam 

Cream 

Spaghetti  

Table  Jelly 

Pudding  

Peanut  Butter 
Meat  Paste 
Fish  Paste 
Coffee  Powder 

Spread  

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

Flour  

Treacle 

Coffee 

Cake 

Pie 

Flavouring 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs 

1 10  3 

16  3 

3 3 

1 

7 — 

9 3 

3 


Lbs.  Ozs. 

20  8 

26  5 

13  — 

25  — 

18  2+ 

2 131 

13  12+ 1171  pints 

11  21 

20  3 

18  — 

18  8 

4 7 

1 ~ 

81 

I i 

1 

15  14 

4 

21 


8 

10  4 

1 — 

1 6 
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Tom  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lhs. 

Ozs. 

Butter 

• • . . . • 

1 

— 

Cheese 

6 

4 

Chocolate  ... 

2 

10 

Tea 

1 

2 

12 

Cereal 

1 

1 

7 

8 

Currants 

1 

— 

25 

8 

Margarine 

8 

Scone  Mix 

7 

8 

Vinegar 

6 

Biscuits 

6 

— 

12 

15 

Custard 

8 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

4 

Salt 

U 

Total  4 — 

. 1 

7 

u- 

TABLE  No.  2 

Approximate  weight  of  food  condemned  as  a result  of  flooding  5th 


September,  1958. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat  

...  1 

9 3 

21 

4 

Fish  

4 1 

27 

3 

Other  foods 

...  10 

12  2 

17 

10 

Milk  

. . . 

4 

+ 

Cream  

... 

4 

4 

Total 

12 

7 — 

18 

5 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

It  is  our  constant  endeavour  to  maintain  a 100%  meat  inspection 
service.  This  essential  standard  has  been  attained  with  co-operation  from 
the  occupiers  of  the  four  regularly  used  slaughterhouses  in  the  EHstrict, 
but  not  without  a considerable  amount  of  out-of-office  time  being  spent, 
including  Sundays  and  public  holidays,  in  the  slaughterhouses  by  the 
Health  Inspectors. 

Six  hundred  and  forty-nine  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  in 
which  11,677  animals  were  examined  and  5 tons  13  cwts.  5 lbs.  of  meat 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  tables,  in  analysing  the  results  of  this  work,  under- 
line the  skill  and  attention  to  detail  demanded  of  an  Inspector  in  pro- 
viding to  the  community  a service  of  great  importance. 
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TABLE  I. 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

158 

393 

48 

998 

10,080 

— 

Number  inspected 

158 

393 

48 

998 

10,080 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

3 

4 

1 

2 

9 

— 

Care  ases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

30 

57 

— 

29 

235 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

20.8% 

15.5% 

2.08% 

3.1% 

2.4% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

9 

56 

— 

1 

177 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

5.6% 

14.5% 

— 

•1% 

1.7% 

— 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 
frigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  II. 

REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  PARTS 
CONDEMNED  OTHER  THAN  THAT  SHEWN  IN  TABLE  I 


Fever 

Pounds 

1040 

Pleurisy 

430 

Adhesions  ... 

159 

Abscesses 

125 

Pericarditis 

26 

Cirrhosis  

216 

Necrosis 

669 

Pneumonia 

188 

Fatty  Change 

37 

Erysipelas  ... 

56 

Disomatosis 

1337 

Echinococcus 

36 

Oedema  

420 

Telangiectasis 

181 

Emphysema 

9 

Arthritis 

34 

Extensive  Injuries  ... 

130 

Bruising 

51 

Urticaria 

4 

Septic  Metritis 

250 

Inflammation 

11 

Actinomycosis 

36 

Pathological  Emaciation  ...  ...  460 

Decomposition 

2108 

Cloudy  Swelling 

20 

Parasites 

20 

Cysts  

19 

= 3 tons 

Total  8072 

12  cwts.  — qrs.  8 lbs. 

TABLE  III. 

WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 

Tom  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

For  Tuberculosis  ...  2 — I 11 

For  Cystercerci  .....  2 14 

Other  Causes  3 12  — 8 

5 13  5 


The  two  carcases  affected  with  Cysticercus  bovis  were  released  after 
the  Inspector  had  been  satisfied  that  they  had  been  held  for  three  weeks 
in  a cold  room  at  20°F.  Such  facilities  are  not  available  within  the 
District  and  arrangements  are  made  either  with  Messrs.  Garons  at  South- 
end  or  with  Cross  Farm  Slaughterhouse,  Hadleigh. 
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The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  during  1958;  — 


Wm.  Buckenham, 

Mrs.  1.  M.  Qarkej 
P.  W.  Agate  & Son  Ltd., 

S.  Franklin,  Ltd., 

J.  M.  Lagden, 

John  Lagden  Pigg, 


Victoria  Crescent,  Laindon. 

92  High  Street,  Billericay. 

rear  of  English’s  Butcher’s  Shop,  High 
Street,  Wickford. 

10  The  Broadway,  Wickford  (little 
used). 

1 1 High  Road,  Laindon  (unused). 
Southfields  Manor  Farm,  Little  Bur- 
stead. 


The  majority  of  the  meat  from  three  of  these  slaughterhouses  is  sold 
outside  the  Urban  District. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-54 

Twenty-six  licences  to  slaughtermen  were  issued  in  the  year. 

Knackers  Yards 

There  were  two  licensed  knackers  yards  viz. ; — 

1.  Essex  Union  Hunt,  Kennel  Lane,  Billericay, 

2.  Fryerns  Farm,  London  Road,  Wickford 

but  only  the  lattenis  in  current  use.  The  premises  are  operated  under  the 
supervision  of  the  District  Health  Inspector  and  animals  dealt  with 
during  1958  are  as  follows; 


LIVE; 

Horses 

3 

Cows 

7 

DEAD 

Horses 

6 

on  arrival 

Cows 

15 

Calves 

2 

Sheep 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1958 

Causes  Male  Female  Total 


1. 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

326 

3 

298 

1 

624 

4 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

11 

5 

16 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchus  . . 

25 

1 

26 

12. 

Mahgnant  neoplasm  of  breast 

— 

7 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

— 

8 

8 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

26 

26 

52 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

4 

3 

7 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

40 

38 

78 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

73 

57 

130 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

6 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

32 

47 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

19 

20 

39 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

18 

19 

37 

24. 

Bronchitis 

33 

11 

44 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  . . 

4 

— 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . . 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

3 

6 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27 

41 

68 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

1 

5 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

7 

12 

35. 

Suicide  . . 

2 

3 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  195<S 


Age  Group 
Under  1 

Male  Female  Total 
. . 22  17  39 

1—2 

1 

2 

3 

3 -5 

2 

— 

2 

6—15 

2 

2 

4 

16—24 

5 

2 

7 

to 

0/1 

i 

CO 

3 

4 

7 

35—44 

7 

7 

14 

45  —54 

..  19 

13 

32 

55—64 

56 

37 

93 

65—74 

. . 81 

71 

152 

75—84 

. . 97 

97 

194 

85  and  over  . . 

. . 31 

46 

77 

Total 


326  298  624 
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Age  Group 
Under  1 
1—2 
3—4 
5—14 
15—24 
25—34 
35—44 
45 — 54 
55—64 
65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


TUBERCULOSIS 
Notification  of  New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

2 

1 

8 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 







Total 


9 11  4 6 

30 


20 


10 


Other  additional  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M F M F Total 

21  30  2 5 58 


Reason  for  addition  to  Register 

Change  of  residence  . . 
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